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BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

HELD AT BRAUNSTONE CIVIC CENTRE 
 

THURSDAY 7th April 2022 AT 7.30pm 
 

 
PRESENT: Councillor Anthea Ambrose (Chair), Councillors Ajmer Basra, Nick 
Brown, Rebecca Lunn-Scoppie and Sam Maxwell. 
 
Officers in attendance: Darren Tilley, Chief Executive Officer & Town Clerk and 
Pauline Snow, Deputy Chief Executive & Community Services Manager. 
 
Councillor Christiana Startin-Lorent observed the meeting remotely through Zoom 
Video Conferencing. 
 
88. Apologies 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Sam Fox-Kennedy, 
Amanda Hack, Paul Kennedy and Tracey Shepherd. 

 
89. Disclosures of Interest 

 
There were no disclosures of any Disclosable Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary 
Interests by Members.  

 
90. Public Participation 

 
Members of the public may make representations, give evidence or answer 
questions in respect of any item of business included on the agenda.  At the 
discretion of the Chairperson the meeting may be adjourned to give 
members of the public present an opportunity to raise other matters of public 
interest.   
 
There were no members of the public present. 

 
91. Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd February 2022  

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd February 2022 were circulated (item 
4 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2022 be 
approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record. 

 
92. Town Mayor’s Report 

 
The Committee received a report on the activities of the Town Mayor and 
any proposals for initiatives during the Civic Year (item 5 on the agenda). 
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It was noted that the Town Mayor attended the Community Quiz Night on 
25th March 2022 at Braunstone Civic Centre and the Library Celebration 
Event on Saturday 26th March. 
 
The Town Mayor would be attending the Thorpe Astley Craft Fair on 
Saturday 9th April 2022.  Members were organising a table to sell donated 
books to raise funds for the Ukraine appeal. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To monitor and review the effectiveness of the Town Council’s community 
engagement activities. 
 

93. Community Safety and Neighbourhood Policing Update 
 

The Committee received an update from the Local Neighbourhood Police 
Beat team on local community safety and policing initiatives.  
 
The latest Police newsletter and crime reports for March 2022 were 
circulated along with details of three year crime trends (filed with these 
minutes).   
 
The Chair welcomed PC Stuart Clough and PC Jodie Neal from the Police to 
provide an update on current crime statistics.   
 
It was noted that there had been the following crimes reported for the period 
7th February to 7th March 2022 over Braunstone Town and Thorpe Astley: 

• Burglary (Business) 1 
• Burglary (Residential) 10 - Ongoing enquiries 
• Theft of vehicles 3 
• Theft from vehicles 10  

 
Targeted patrols were now being undertaken and seem to be having an 
effect on reducing the number of incidents of theft from vehicles although it 
was noted that a small number of residents in Thorpe Astley were still 
leaving vehicle doors unlocked. 
 
There were ongoing issues with motorbike/quad bikes using public footpaths 
in Thorpe Astley.  The police were aware of the issue but advised it is very 
difficult to catch the culprits as they can move on quickly. 
 
The beat team were currently following up reports of anti-social behaviour at 
Shakespeare Park and images had been forwarded to the Beat Team to 
follow up. 
 
It was also reported that parking issues around the Royal Mail business on 
Meridian East was still an ongoing problem.   
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Members asked that the Council’s condolences be passed to the Force 
following the passing of former Chief Constable Simon Cole. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted. 

 
Reason for Decision 
 
To ensure that current community safety and policing updates were received. 
 

94. Celebration of her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
The Committee considered Town Council initiatives to mark the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee (item 7 on the agenda).  The Committee noted there had 
been no applications from Community Groups to hold community celebratory 
events, nor applications for funding. 
 
National events would be organised to celebrate the event including the 
lighting of beacons on 2nd June at 9.45pm.  An estimated cost to provide two 
beacons and gas had been obtained in the sum of £1324.  Another initiative 
that would take place throughout the Jubilee year was to plant trees to create 
“The Queen’s Green Canopy” throughout the nation.  As tree planting usually 
took place in the autumn, this initiative would be undertaken later in the year. 
 
It was suggested that due to the Council currently undertaking a Climate 
Audit and Biodiversity Strategy that the Council may wish to plant £1500 
worth of trees throughout the Town rather than purchasing and lighting two 
beacons for a couple of hours. 
 
Members also received proposals to work with partners in the Braunstone 
Town to support two projects for community celebration of the Jubilee.   The 
volunteers that run the weekly Coffee morning in the library have requested 
to arrange a Jubilee Coffee event with refreshments, music etc. in the 
Braunstone Community Library.   Pop up Care, based at Thorpe Astley 
Community Centre, had also advised that they would like to arrange a family 
“Picnic on the Park” event at the Thorpe Astley Community Centre. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the purchase and planting of trees to commemorate the Platinum 

Jubilee, in Braunstone Town and Thorpe Astley, to participate in the “The 
Queen’s Green Canopy” national initiative be approved; 

2. that a community event in the library organised by the Town Council and 
supported by volunteers be organised; 

3. that Pop up care be supported by the Town Council in running an event 
at Thorpe Astley; and 

4. that delegated authority be approved for the Chief Executive Officer & 
Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chair, to agree details of the support 
offered to the groups.  
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Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To create a lasting commemorative legacy for the Jubilee in line with the 

Council’s Climate Change objectives rather than purchasing and lighting 
two beacons that would have limited impact and use. 

2. To support volunteers employed by the Town Council to run activities for 
the Platinum Jubilee.  

3. To ensure that events are arranged for all age groups and activities 
would be proportionally arranged at all venues in the Town. 

4. To ensure that arrangements for the events be made in a timely manner 
and support offered to the groups to ensure events go ahead. 

 
95. Local Area Co-ordination  
 

The Committee received a progress report concerning the priorities and 
achievements of the Local Area Co-ordination Project in Braunstone Town. 
 
The Chair welcomed Katie Barradell, Local Area Co-ordinator to the meeting    
 
It was noted that the Cultural Communities Network grant had now been 
spent and the initiative was now coming to an end.   It had been very 
successful and had been brought together the community.  The Local Area 
Co-ordinators role was to connect local vulnerable residents and hard to 
reach groups to the project and support them to attend the events. The 
initiative provided mental health support and reduced isolation particularly 
after the Covid-19 pandemic.  Legacy groups and initiatives would be 
developed following the activities arranged and it was hoped to encourage 
more residents to volunteer to run events. 
 
It was also hoped that the strong connection developed with Winstanley 
School could continue in any legacy events that are developed. 
 
Taster sessions were currently be arranged in the library by the Workers 
Educational Association on Creative Art for Personal Development and 
Mindfulness for Wellbeing.  If the taster sessions are successful the 
programme could provide further courses for residents to attend. 
 
The Local Area Co-ordinator advised that drop-in sessions had been 
arranged at Thorpe Astley Community Centre over a few weeks but had not 
been particularly well supported.   It was noted that there had been fewer 
introductions and referrals to the scheme form Thorpe Astley and that the 
issues in this particular area differed from other areas of the town. 
 

96. Outside Body Reports 
 
The Committee received reports from members of Outside Bodies: 
 
a) Braunstone Town Community Minibus  

No update was received on Braunstone Community Minibus.  It was 
noted that the Braunstone Town Minibus no longer operated but a 
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representative of the Town Council had been appointed to the committee 
for 2021/2022.   The Annual Meeting of the Council was due to be held 
on 12th May 2022 where appointments of councillors onto Outside 
Bodies would be considered. 
 

b) Braunstone West Social Centre 
No update was received on Braunstone West Social Centre. 
 

97. School Governing Body Reports 
 
No reports had been received from School Governing Bodies. 
 

98. Supporting Sports Clubs at Shakespeare Park 
 

The Committee considered arrangements to support the existing sports clubs 
at Shakespeare Park as the new Pavilion facility becomes operational and 
the future management arrangements are determined (item 11 on the 
agenda). 
 
It was noted that interim arrangements had been agreed with both 
Braunstone Athletic Football and Shakespeare Park Bowls Club for the use 
of the Pavilion.   Until a formal Management Committee was in place, the 
clubs could not commercially hire out the facilities at the pavilion, so no funds 
would be available for the clubs to purchase equipment required on site.  
Both clubs had approached the Town Council for items that are required on 
site for the ongoing and forthcoming seasons. 
 
Members noted that there had been an underspend on Community Grants 
2021/2022 of £3,650.  It was proposed that this underspend is divided 
equally between the two clubs for the purchase of equipment at the pavilion.   
Groups would be required to discuss their requirements with the Town 
Council and, if agreed, the Town Council would cover the cost up an amount 
of £1,825 per club.   By agreeing to this both clubs would be unable to apply 
to the Town Council’s Community Grant Scheme in the next three years. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the unspent sum of £3,650 in the 2021/2022 Community Grant 

Scheme budget be allocated equally to support Braunstone Athletic 
Football Club and Shakespeare Park Bowls Club in order for the Council 
to purchase items for the Shakespeare Park pavilion in the interim period 
before the formal management committee commences; 

2. that both Braunstone Athletic Football Club and Shakespeare Park 
Bowls Club be advised that they would not be able to apply for a grant 
from the Braunstone Town Community Grant scheme for the forthcoming 
three-year period; and 
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THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
3. that the unspent sum of £3,650 in the 2021/2022 Community Grant 

Scheme budget be reserved in the 2022/2023 financial year for the 
purposes set out in 1 above. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To support local sports clubs at Shakespeare Park in the interim with the 

purchase of equipment for the Shakespeare Park Pavilion. 
2. To ensure that all local community groups were treated fairly and equally 

with regards to grant applications and approval. 
3. To request that the underspent funds would be earmarked in the 

accounts accordingly on 31st March 2022 for use in the 2022/2023 
financial year. 

 
99. Motion on Notice from Council: Ukraine 

 
The Committee considered the issues raised by the motion on notice 
referred by Council on 24th March 2022, concerning commemorating 
Ukrainian Independence Day and providing support to Ukrainian refugees 
who settle in Braunstone Town (item 12 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that Ukrainian Independence Day on 24th August 2022 be 

commemorated with an appropriate Ceremony hosted by the Town 
Mayor at the Civic Memorial Garden and Flag Pole, as outlined in the 
Ukrainian Independence Day section of the report;  

2. that the Committee review whether the ceremony (set out in 1 above) be 
commemorated in 2023 (and, if appropriate, beyond) by Spring 2023; 

3. that Support for Ukrainian refugees, as detailed in 1 – 4 of the Scheme 
set out in the report, be approved for the financial year 2022/23; and that 
Blaby District Council be advised of this scheme; and 

4. that arrangements be made to fly the Ukraine national flag at Braunstone 
Civic Centre. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To demonstrate the Town Council’s full support and solidarity with the 

Ukrainian people as set out in the motion adopted by Council on 24th 
March 2022. 

2. To review the position in 2023 in Ukraine and with Ukrainian refugees to 
determine the best way for the Town Council to demonstrate its support 
and solidarity with the Ukrainian people. 

3. To support community activities and initiatives in support of Ukrainians 
and their hosts.  To ensure that the District Council were aware of the 
support and help that the Town Council would be offering to Ukrainian 
people temporarily settling in the UK. 

4. To demonstrate support for the Ukrainian people. 
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100. Programme of Events 2022/2023 

 
The Committee received applications for sponsorship in the Programme of 
Events for 2022/2023 in order to approve a schedule of events (item 13 on 
the agenda). 
 
It was noted that an updated Programme of Events schedule had been 
circulated at the meeting including two additional events (filed with these 
minutes). 
 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that the updated Programme of Events 2022/2023 schedule be 

approved; and 
2. that delegated authority be given to the Chief Executive & Town Clerk to 

approve additional events for inclusion in the programme and to make 
changes or adjustments to the approved programme. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To support community initiatives to raise funds and to provide a season of 

events for the local community to attend. 
2. To ensure flexibility in the schedule recognising community groups were 

still recovering from the impact of the recent Covid-19 pandemic and many 
individuals remained cautious. 

 
101. Lamp Post Column Testing 

 
The Committee considered whether to request Lamp post column testing to 
be undertaken as part of Leicestershire County Council’s Members’ 
Highways fund (item 14 on the agenda).   
 
It was noted that lamp posts where the Speed Activation sign was currently 
installed had already been approved by Leicestershire County Council.    
Only one other location had been considered for the installation of the sign 
that did not have approved lamp posts.  However, it was suggested that the 
lamp posts could be used to install other temporary articles such as 
Christmas decorations. 
 
RESOLVED that the County Councillor for Braunstone Division be advised 
that lamp posts in the following locations could be proposed for structural  
testing: 
a) Braunstone Lane – any section, although particularly from Bidford Road 

to Shakespeare Drive,  
b) Kingsway, 
c) Shakespeare Drive, 
d) Turnbull Drive, and 
e) Welcome Avenue. 
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Reason for decision 

 
To provide approved lamp posts throughout the town for installing the Speed  
Activation Sign or other items if required. 
 

102. Summary of Grant Applications 
 

The Committee received a list of grants paid to date and applied for from 
external sources (item 15 on the agenda). 
 
It was noted that a grant applied for via Blaby District to Central Government 
for a Changing Places Toilet at Braunstone Civic Centre had been 
successful. 
 
A grant application for Section 106 monies for playground equipment at 
Shakespeare Park had also been successful. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To monitor progress with supporting community groups with identifying 
sources of funding and with the award of grants under the Council’s 
Community Grants scheme. 
 

103. Community Grant Applications 
 

The Committee considered Community Grant Applications which had been 
received (item 16 on the agenda).   
 
RESOLVED that the following grant applications be approved 
 

a) Winstanley Wizard Table Tennis Club - £300 
b) Punjabi Cultural Society   - £300 

 
Reasons for Decisions 

 
         The grant applications met the scheme criteria. 

 
104. Financial Comparisons 

 
The Committee received Financial Comparisons for the period 1st April 2021 
to 29th March 2022. 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
There were no issues identified with income and expenditure to date. 
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105. Approval of Accounts 
 
The Committee considered payments from 25th January 2022 until 29th 
March 2022. 

 
RESOLVED that the list of Approved Expenditure Transactions for the period 
25th January 2022 until 29th March 2022 be approved. 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To authorise payments in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations 
and the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 

106. Meetings 2022/2023 
 

The Committee considered proposed meetings for 2022/2023. 
 
RESOLVED that proposed meetings for 2022/2023 be endorsed as follows: 

• Thursday 19th May 2022; 
• Thursday 7th July 2022; 
• Thursday 6th October 2022; 
• Thursday 1st December 2022; 
• Thursday 2nd February 2023; and 
• Thursday 30th March 2023. 

 
Reason for Decision 
 
To ensure that meetings were scheduled when business needed to be 
transacted while ensuring meetings were at regular intervals.  
 
 

 The Meeting closed at 9.20pm 

 
 

These minutes are a draft and are subject to consideration for approval 
at the next meeting scheduled for 19th May 2022. 

 
 

NOTE:  
CRIME & DISORDER ACT 1998 (SECTION 17) – The Council has an obligation to consider Crime and  
Disorder implications of all its activities and to do all that it can to prevent Crime and Disorder in its area. 
EQUALITIES ACT 2010 
Braunstone Town Council has a duty in carrying out its functions to have due regard to:- 

• eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; 
• advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and; 
• foster good relations between different groups 

To ensure that no person receives less favourable treatment on the basis of race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment,  
sexual orientation, age, religion or belief, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity. 


