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BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

HELD USING ZOOM VIDEO AND WEB CONFERENCING SOFTWARE 
 

THURSDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2020 AT 7.00PM 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Anthea Ambrose (Chair), Councillor Tracey Shepherd (Vice-
Chair) and Councillors Ajmer Basra, Nick Brown, Alex DeWinter, Sam Fox-Kennedy, 
Amanda Hack, Paul Kennedy, Sam Maxwell and Christiane Startin-Lorent.  

 
Also in attendance was the Town Mayor, Councillor Parminder Basra. 
 
Officers in attendance: Pauline Snow, Deputy Executive Officer & Community 
Services Manager and John Burrows, Communications & Events Officer. 
 
There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 

 
95. Apologies 

 
An apology for absence was received from Darren Tilley, Executive Officer & 
Town Clerk 

 
96. Disclosures of Interest 

 
A disclosure of non-pecuniary interest was made by Councillor Anthea Ambrose 
in agenda item 10 (b), Community Grant Applications – Leicester Permanent 
Allotment Society, since she had held an allotment at the site. 

 
97. Public Participation 

 
In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, members of the public may attend the 
meeting for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or 
answering questions in respect of any item of business included on the agenda. 

 
There were no members of the public present. 

 
98. Minutes of the Meeting held 24th September 2020 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th September 2020 were circulated (item 
4 on the agenda). 

 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2020 be 
approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record. 

 
99. Town Mayor’s Report 

 
The Committee received a report on the activities of the Town Mayor and any 
proposals for initiatives during the Civic Year (item 4 on the agenda).  
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The Town Mayor advised that due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the 
restrictions in place, there was limited scope for any fundraising activities to take 
place.  However, the Town Mayor was open to suggestions from members for 
virtual or small-scale events, within the current restrictions, that could be 
organised.  It was noted that a meeting had been arranged with officers to 
discuss potential ideas for fundraising activities that could safely take place. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To monitor and review the effectiveness of the Town Council’s community 
engagement activities. 

 
100. Community Safety and Neighbourhood Policing Update 

 
Apologises were received from PC Stuart Clough from the Local Neighbourhood 
Police Beat team who was unable to attend the meeting but a summary of crime 
figures had been provided to update the committee as follows. 
 
It was noted that within the previous 28 days there had been 30 vehicle crimes 
(thefts from vehicles) across Braunstone Town and Thorpe Astley.  The Police 
advised that they were still seeing several vehicles left unlocked but also some 
vehicle windows were broken to gain entry, with valuables or cash often left 
inside cars. 
 
There had been 11 burglaries across Braunstone Town and Thorpe Astley, 
mostly residential properties but also 2 business burglaries. 
 
As a result of the usual seasonal increase in burglary and vehicle crime the 
Police had been running Operation Salix, which consisted of additional officers 
patrolling, in both uniform and plain clothes, targeting vulnerable areas and using 
police powers of stop and search where appropriate, to identify potential 
offenders and also to provide awareness that they are out and about. 

 
The Police were currently promoting Neighbourhood Link which is the community 
messaging service and provided the link to the site to encourage residents to 
sign up the messaging service. 

 
It was noted that the streetlights in some areas of the Town had been amended 
to stay on all night in an attempt to reduce crime.  There had been several in- 
depth studies over the years about the effect street lighting may or may not have 
on crime levels and it was noted that Leicestershire County Council would 
consult with Leicestershire Police once these lights have been back on long 
enough to provide meaningful data comparisons. 
 
With regard to responses to breach of Covid-19 regulations, the Thorpe Astley & 
Braunstone Town Neighbourhood Team and the local response teams had 
policed any reported breaches of Covid-19 regulations in line with both force and 
national policy.  This had followed the 4 E’s guidance of Engage, Explain, 
Encourage and finally Enforce when necessary and appropriate.  The Police 
continued to operate within those guidelines and adapt procedures in line with 
national regulations and guidance.   It was reported that the Beat teams had 
seen widespread compliance for the most part, with only a very small minority 
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flouting the rules and thanked the community for their understanding in times that 
were challenging for all. 
 
Members were disappointed that no representative from the Police could attend 
the meeting as it would be useful to receive feedback and more details regarding 
the statistics provided. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To ensure that current community safety and policing updates were received. 

 
101. Covid-19 Community Response Coordination 

 
The Committee received an update on the Council’s coordination role for the 
Braunstone Town Community Response Scheme and to ensure that the scheme 
remained responsive to changes in circumstances and demand as well as 
meeting the needs of the community in the medium term (item 7 on the agenda). 
 
It was noted that a letter of thanks had been forwarded to all the volunteers that 
had participated in the scheme along with an update of their contact details and 
asking if they are able to continue to offer support.  It was also suggested that a 
formal reception be held to thank all the volunteers once restrictions are lifted.  
This would also be a good opportunity to discuss how the scheme can be 
continued in another format in order to preserve the good community spirit that 
had developed during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Members also requested that contact was made with Kingsway Surgery and other 
appropriate partners to offer the use of both Braunstone Civic Centre and Thorpe 
Astley centre, free of charge, as venues to use for distributing the Covid-19 
vaccine once this is ready. 

 
RESOLVED  
 
1. that the Community Response continues to offer support to local residents 

during the Covid-19 pandemic and responds to any changing situation 
that may occur; 

2. that a formal reception be arranged at a suitable time to thank the 
volunteers for their support and commitment in supporting the vulnerable 
residents of Braunstone Town during the Covid-19 Pandemic; 

3. that ideas be considered to develop the Community Response Initiative to 
allow the good work and ethos to continue beyond Covid-19 and  

4. THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO POLICY & RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE that contact be made with the appropriate authorities to 
offer the free use of the Town Council venues for the administration of the 
Covid-19 vaccine. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To ensure that vulnerable residents in Braunstone Town were supported 

and helped in the current situation with the pandemic; 
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2. To ensure that residents were recognised and formally thanked by the 
community for the work they undertook in supporting vulnerable residents; 

3. To ensure that the good work undertaken could continue and be 
developed to support residents in Braunstone Town on an ongoing basis; 

4. To ensure that all possible support was given to ensure that the 
community and vulnerable residents receive the vaccine in a convenient 
and timely manner. 

 
102. Initial Arrangements for Summer Fete 2021 

 
The Committee discussed the arrangements for the Summer Fete 2021.  It was 
proposed that a provisional date of Saturday 7th August 2021 be agreed for a 
summer fete if it was able to go ahead next year.  However, due to the ongoing 
situation Covid-19 it was very difficult to decide what format this would take. It 
was noted that at least four months would be needed to arrange a small-scale 
event if this was allowed to go ahead next year and therefore a final decision, 
based on regulations at the time, would need to be made at the April meeting of 
the committee.  In the meantime, it was agreed that preliminary arrangements be 
made regarding the Summer Fete and that previous stallholders and event 
organisers be contacted to see what their thoughts were on attending an event in 
2021. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the proposed date of 7th August 2021 for the Summer Fete be agreed; 
2. that the preliminary arrangements for the fete be started in the New Year and 

a final decision made at the April Committee meeting based on the 
regulations and information available on Covid-19 at that time. 

 
Reasons for Decisions 

 
1. To ensure that a Summer Fete goes ahead in 2021 if possible; 
2. To ensure that preliminary arrangements are in place in a timely manner if 

the fete could proceed in August 2021. 
 

103. Summary of Grant Applications 
 

The Committee received a list of grants paid to date and applied for from 
external sources (item 9 on the agenda). 

 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To monitor progress with supporting community groups with identifying sources 
of funding and with the award of grants under the Council’s Community Grants 
scheme. 

 
104. Community Grant Applications 

 
The Committee considered Community Grant Applications which had been 
received (item 10 on the agenda). 
 



7077  

RESOLVED   
 
1. that the grant application submitted by the Leicester City Permanent 

Allotment Society for £500 and the Braunstone Heritage Archive Group for 
£133 be approved; 

2. that a grant in the sum of £150 be approved for the Ratby Junior Band be 
approved; 

3. that a grant in the sum of £300 be approved for the 5th Braunstone Brownies; 
4. that the application submitted by St Crispin’s Church be deferred pending 

further clarification on what the grant would pay for. 
  

Reasons for Decisions 
 

1. The grant applications met the scheme criteria; 
2. Under current restrictions due to Covid-19 the band were unable to perform 

and therefore it was unlikely that the grant could be used to fulfil its purpose 
to the full; 

3. The group should encourage the national association to help subsidise the 
fee in the current situation with Covid-19; and 

4. To clarify the purpose of the grant application from St Crispin’s Church and 
what support this would offer the groups that meet at the church. 

 
105. Improvements to Parks and Open Spaces 

 
The Committee received a progress report on current projects and funding. 
 
It was noted that work to the Shakespeare Park Pavilion was progressing well 
and initial work to electrics and water should be started shortly. 
 
Investigations were under way on possible funding sources for the Shakespeare 
Park playground project, with three potential funding sources identified.  Initial 
work had begun on the application processes. 
 
Members expressed concern that work to the culvert bridge at Thorpe Astley 
had not recommenced since work was halted due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It 
was noted that the surface to the bridge was now very uneven and in need of 
repair.  It was agreed that a formal letter be sent to the relevant authorities to 
ensure that this project is now recommenced as a matter of urgency with no 
further delays. 

 
106. Community Development Objectives 

 
The Committee considered the Community Development Priorities and 
Objectives and determined whether they were relevant to address current and 
emerging issues faced by the Council and the community (item 12 on the 
agenda). 
 
RESOLVED THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO POLICY & RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL 
 
1. that the Community Development priorities and objectives, as set out in the 

report, be approved: and 
2. that the following additional priorities be approved for Community 

Development: 
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a) Recovery from Covid-19; and  
b) Responding to Climate Change 

 
Reasons for Decisions 
 
1. The Council’s priorities continued to be the focus for delivering a vison for 

local services and an environment which reached the highest possible 
standards.  The Committee’s objectives were relevant and reflected 
changing issues in the community. 

2. Two significant issues needed to be at the forefront of the Council’s activities 
form 2021: 
a) to ensure that the community groups were supported and could be 

sustainable once the Covid-19 restrictions were lifted: in the long term, 
any gaps in services that occur due to groups no longer meeting due to 
the effects of the pandemic, must be reorganised and support provided; 

b) to ensure that the Town Council would support wider climate change 
objectives being delivered by Leicestershire County Council and Blaby 
District Council: Climate change objectives need to be at the forefront of 
all activities that the Town Council undertakes and more detailed 
objectives to be considered at the next year’s review. 

 
107. Financial Comparisons 

 
The Committee received Financial Comparisons for the period 1st April 2020 to 
31st October (item 13 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
There were no issues identified with income and expenditure to date. 
 

108. Capital Plan and Budget Estimates 2021/2022 
 
The Committee considered a Statement of Expenditure for 1st April 2019 to 31st 
March 2020, a list of capital projects for 2021/2022 and beyond and a proposed 
budget for 2021/2022 for recommendation to Policy & Resources Committee 
(item 14 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO POLICY & RESOURCES 
COMMITTEE THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL  
 
1. that the draft Estimates for the Community Development Committee, as 

attached at Appendix 2, be included in the Budget Estimates for 
2021/2022;  

2. that a budget of £1,000 be included as a one-off in 2021/2022 budget for 
the Covid-19 Community Response, either for the Town’s Covid-19 
Community Response Initiative or to provide financial support for 
associated services and support, for example, the Braunstone Town 
Community Foodbank; and 

3. that £3000 be included in the Estimates to purchase Christmas 
decorations for Thorpe Astley Community Centre. 
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Reason for Decision 
 
1. To ensure appropriate resources for the Community Development and 

Social Inclusion Services; 
2. To provide resources during 2021 for services to support residents and the 

community in response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic; and. 
3. To ensure that the Centre is appropriately decorated for future Christmas 

seasons. 
 

109. Approval of Accounts 
 

The Committee considered payments from 16th September 2020 until 24th 
November 2020 (item 15 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the list of Approved Expenditure Transactions for the period 
16th September 2020 until 24th November 2020 be approved. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To authorise payments in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations and 
the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 

      
         The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SIGNED: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
DATE: ______________________________________________ 

NOTE:  

CRIME & DISORDER ACT 1998 (SECTION 17) – The Council has an obligation to consider Crime & Disorder implications of all its 
activities and to do all that it can to prevent Crime and Disorder in its area. 

EQUALITIES ACT 2010 
Braunstone Town Council has a duty in carrying out its functions to have due regard to:- 

• eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; 
• advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and; 
• foster good relations between different groups 

 

To ensure that no person receives less favourable treatment on the basis of race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, sexual 
orientation, age, religion or belief, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity.  
 

These issues were considered in connection with each of the above decisions.  Unless otherwise stated under each item of this 
report, there were no implications.  
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