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BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 7.00PM 
 

PRESENT: Councillor Anthea Ambrose (Chair), Councillor Tracey Shepherd (Vice-
Chair) and Councillors Ajmer Basra, Nick Brown, Alex DeWinter, David Di Palma, Sam 
Fox-Kennedy, Amanda Hack, Paul Kennedy, Sam Maxwell and Christiane Startin-
Lorent.  
 
Also in attendance was the Town Mayor, Councillor Parminder Basra. 

 
Officers in attendance: Darren Tilley, Executive Officer & Town Clerk, Pauline Snow, 
Deputy Executive Officer & Community Services Manager and John Burrows, 
Communications & Events Officer. 

 
There were two members of the public present at the meeting. 

 
76. Apologies 

 

No apologies for absence were received. 
 
77. Disclosures of Interest 

 

There were no disclosures of any Disclosable Pecuniary or Non-Pecuniary Interests 
by members. 

 
78. Public Participation 

 

In accordance with Standing Order 3.6, members of the public may attend the 
meeting for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or answering 
questions in respect of any item of business included on the agenda. 

 
There were two members of the public present. 

 
79. Minutes of the Meeting held 6th February 2020 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th February 2020 were circulated (item 4 on 
the agenda). 

 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2020 be approved 
and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record. 

 
80. Community Development Committee Business and Schedule 

 
The Committee received details of the Community Development Committee’s 
business and determined arrangements for its prioritisation and scheduling (item 5 
on the agenda).   
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RESOLVED 
 
1. That the schedule of the Committee’s forthcoming business, as set out in 

the table under the section “Covid-19 Business Recovery” in the report, be 
approved; 

2. that the outstanding stages of the review of annual remembrance events 
at the Civic Memorial be recommenced 12 months after the original 
timetabled date/period, as set out in the relevant section of the report; 

3. that officers work with existing community organisations/leaders to 
ascertain whether there would be an appetite for some small and simple 
events to take place during the daytime in the week, which could easily 
be reorganised in the event that restrictions were imposed; 

4. that developing the community engagement and social inclusion role of  
the Library Service be reviewed at the Committee meeting scheduled for 
11th February 2021; and 

5. that details of setting up a library book delivery service to those who are 
housebound or isolating be investigated. 

 
Reasons for Decision 

 
1. To support the recovery of the Committee’s Non-Covid-19 Response 

Community Development and Social Inclusion functions, while 
recognising the ongoing risk that normal business may continue to be 
interrupted by Covid-19 and the associated restrictions and response.   

2. Many individuals who would be involved in the review were cautious in the 
current pandemic and Braunstone Life deliveries were not likely to 
commence until spring 2021. 

3. To strike a balance between ensuring that health was protected during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, while recognising that restrictions had resulted in an 
increase in loneliness and mental health issues. 

4. Current restrictions mean it was hard to operate a Covid-19 Secure 
Library service with additional activities; however, the position was likely 
to be clearer in February 2021 as to whether such activities would be 
possible going into spring and summer of 2021 

5. To ensure that all residents would be able to access the library services 
under the current Covid-19 restrictions.   

 
81. Local Area Co-ordination 
 

The Committee received a progress report from Anna Christie, Operations 
Manager, Local Area Co-ordination Team, Leicestershire County Council, 
concerning the priorities and achievements of the Local Area Co-ordination Project 
in Braunstone Town. 
 
Anna summarised the activities of the Local Area Co-ordination team during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  She advised that staff were now working from home as they 
were unable to use venues for meetings etc. and that the main focus of their work 
over the last few months had been to ensure that residents were able to get food 
and medicines. 

With new restrictions in place with regard to the maximum numbers that people 
could meet, emphasis was now based on setting up and encouraging online and 
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virtual meetings for support and social interaction, setting up befriending schemes 
and supporting those residents that had been shielding to return to the community.  
The project was also now supporting the Test and Trace scheme and was working 
with the Blaby District Council support hub in order to help local residents. 

Anna confirmed that a new Local Area Co-ordinator was currently being recruited 
for Braunstone Town and Thorpe Astley as the previous co-ordinator had now 
secured a new post.  Once in post, a meeting would be arranged between the 
Local Area Co-ordination staff and Braunstone Town Council to staff to introduce 
staff and discuss ongoing support for the residents of Braunstone Town. 

82. Braunstone Town Community Foodbank 
 
The Committee received an update on the Braunstone Town Community Foodbank 
and considered arrangements for the Council's future support for the initiative (item 
7 on the agenda). 
 
Lin Burrows from Braunstone Community Life provided an update on the Food 
Bank and confirmed that at the current capacity the rooms offered by the Town 
Council and the volunteers they had in place, could continue to provide support to 
the residents.  However, if the numbers of residents requiring support increased to 
approximately 100 they would struggle with the current capacity of the rooms and 
volunteer support.  Currently the Food Bank was supporting 57 residents but the 
forthcoming ending of the furlough scheme and new restrictions in place, this figure 
could rise significantly. 
 
It was noted that a wide range of residents from babies to elderly residents were 
being supported in a range of domestic situations from families, couples, single 
parents and single person households.  The food bank supplies were mostly basic 
food supplies but toiletries and baby products were supplied when available.  
Donations were required for most things and Lin advised that no support was 
available from the major supermarkets as all requests for these had to go through 
their official head office.  It appeared that most of the donations were given to the 
major established food banks rather than the small community run ones.   It was 
suggested that members could approach their local shops and supermarkets with 
an official letter requesting support for the food bank.  Lin agreed to forward the 
latest poster with contact details and requests for donations and volunteers for 
distribution to members.  It was noted that, to date, no requests for specific food 
allergies had been received but if residents required food of a specific type, 
compatible with their allergy, then every effort would be made to supply this. 
 
RESOLVED  
 
1. That Councillors approach their local shops and supermarkets with an official 

letter requesting support for the Food Bank; 
2. that the following be provided to Braunstone Town Community Food Bank 

free of charge until 31st March 2021: 
(a) the Winstanley Room for storage of stocks and supplies and 

ancillary articles relating to the operation of the Food Bank; and 
(b) the Ravenhurst Room and adjacent kitchen for operating the Food 

Bank;  
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3. that the offer in 2 above be conditional upon:  
(a) the Town’s Community Response Scheme, Town Council and its 

partners being able to refer anyone in need; 
(b) priority being given to residents of Braunstone Town (including 

Thorpe Astley) although the food bank would not be limited by 
area; and 

4. that the arrangements set out in 1 & 2 above be considered by the 
Community Development Committee at the meeting scheduled for 11th 
February 2021 in order to determine whether the offer could be extended 
beyond 31st March 2021 and, if so, on what basis. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To involve the wider community with donations of stocks to the Food Bank. 
2. To provide a base for the Community Food Bank to operate, a vital support 

service providing food and essential supplies over the winter months when it 
was likely that the impact of Covid-19 would be felt, particularly among the 
vulnerable.    

3. To support access to a community food bank for Braunstone Town residents 
given that since the outbreak of Covid-19, Braunstone Foodshare had 
focused on Braunstone, Leicester City, which had reduced options for 
accessing foodbank services for Town residents. 

4. To review the ongoing demand for the service in the community and 
determine whether the Town Council needed to provide a base and any 
other support for the food bank into spring 2021 and beyond.    

 
83. Covid-19 Community Response Coordination 

 

The Committee receive an update on the Council’s coordination role for the 
Braunstone Town Community Response Scheme and to ensure that the scheme 
remained responsive to changes in circumstances and demand as well as meeting 
the needs of the community in the medium term (item 8 on the agenda).   

 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the ongoing availability of the Community Response Coordination project 

be publicised and requests for further volunteers be promoted; and 
2. that the Community Response continues to offer support to local residents 

during the Covid-19 pandemic and responds to any changing situation that may 
occur. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To offer support during the winter months and at Christmas time. 
2. To ensure that vulnerable residents in Braunstone Town are supported and 

helped in the current situation with the pandemic. 
 
84. Town Mayor’s Report 

 

The Committee received a report on the activities of the Town Mayor and any 
proposals for initiatives during the Civic Year (item 9 on the agenda).   
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The Town Mayor advised that due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and the 
restrictions in place there was limited scope for any fundraising activities to take 
place.  However, the Town Mayor was open to suggestions from members for 
virtual or small-scale events, within the current restrictions, that could be 
organised. 
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To monitor and review the effectiveness of the Town Council’s community 
engagement activities. 
 

85. Crime Statistics 
 
The Committee received the latest crime statistics, including comparative figures 
(item 10 on the agenda).   
 
It was noted that during the current Covid-19 ongoing situation that crime levels for 
certain categories had dramatically reduced.  However, it was noted that the levels 
of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage had increased which could be as a 
result of reports of incidents of people not abiding by government restrictions put in 
place due to Covid-19.  It was noted by members that there had been an increase in 
violent crime that had not been included in the figures circulated to members.  
 
RESOLVED that figures for violent crimes be included in the next set of statistics 
reported, if available. 
 
Reason for Decision  
 
To ensure that all relevant statistics would be available for consideration. 
 

86. Community Safety and Neighbourhood Policing Update 
 
The Committee received an update from the Local Neighbourhood Police Beat team 
on local community safety and policing initiatives (item 11 on the agenda).   
 
Unfortunately, no representatives from the Police were available to attend the 
meeting but an update on the current crime figures for Braunstone Town and Thorpe 
Astley had been circulated for information.  It was noted that a Police Beat surgery 
had been arranged for 29th September at the Co-op, Turnbull Drive at 7pm – 9pm 
and members were encouraged to attend for an update.  
 
RESOLVED that the update be noted 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To ensure that current community safety and policing updates were received. 
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87. Speed Sign Data 

 
The Committee considered recent speed sign data (item 12 on the agenda). 
 
It was noted that due to a technical issue with one of the Speed signs, data had not 
been recorded.  Data was collected from the second speed sign for Murby Way, 
Thorpe Astley.  It was noted that approximately 50% of vehicles were travelling 
between 30 – 35mph.   Members raised concern at the number of vehicles that were 
speeding but it was also noted that the majority of the vehicles were likely to belong 
to Thorpe Astley residents.   
 
Installation of signs at three entrances to the estate had been approved and 
submitted to Leicestershire County Council.  It was agreed that promotion of the 
new signs be undertaken, along with publication of the speed sign data, to 
encourage local residents to travel within the permitted speed limits. 
 
The speed sign figures would also be included in the one-off edition of the 
Braunstone Life due to be distributed in November 2020. 
 
RESOLVED  

 
1. that information be published in the forthcoming edition of the Braunstone Life 

in respect of the data collected from the speed activation sign while installed on 
Murby Way; and 

2. that consideration be given to planting on the Council’s land, where this was 
adjacent to a highway. 

 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To raise awareness among local residents. 
2. To make the areas which were more open look and feel like a residential 

community. 
 

88. Celebrating the Life of Gordon Banks 
 

The Committee considered the potential options for celebrating the life of Gordon 
Banks. 
 
 A local resident had asked if a commemoration of the life of Gordon Banks, who 
lived in Braunstone Town whilst playing for Leicester City Football Club, could be 
considered.  It was noted that a commemorative plaque could not be requested until 
a person had been deceased for 20 years or more 
 
Other options included the naming of a room at the new sports pavilion currently 
being built on Shakespeare Park.   However, members suggested it was important 
that full and comprehensive feedback of the local residents be obtained before any 
decision was made.    
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the matter be referred to the next meeting of the Citizens’ Advisory Panel 
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for consideration on how best to recognise significant people who resided in or 
were involved with Braunstone Town, including Gordon Banks; and 

2. that a consultation on any proposals be undertaken in 2021. 
 

Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To invite suggestions from local residents in order to develop more detailed 

options and proposals. 
2. To enable local residents to be fully involved in the initiative. 
 

89. Fixed Term Revisions to the Community Grants Scheme 
 

The Committee considered making fixed term revisions to the Community Grants 
Scheme until 31st March 2021 to take account of the impact of Covid-19 on 
community groups and activities (item 14 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED 
 
1. that the maximum amount of grant that could be applied for by individual 

community groups be increased to £500 during the 2020/21 financial year; 
2. that where the additional £200 above the current £300 maximum grant was 

applied for, this could only be used for Covid-19 related support; and 
3. that the amended Criteria for Grants for Community Groups for the 2020/21 

financial year, attached at Appendix 1, be approved. 
 

Reasons for Decision 
 
1. To provide additional financial support to local community groups in the 

medium term whilst the Covid-19 pandemic continued. 
2. To ensure that the extra funding would be allocated to support issues directly 

associated with the Covid-19 ongoing situation. 
3. To ensure that the scheme and criteria was amended accordingly in order to 

provide a framework for grant applicants and for determining applications.  
 

90. Summary of Grant Applications 
 

The Committee received a list of grants paid to date and applied for from external 
sources (item 15 on the agenda). 

 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 
Reason for Decision 

 
To monitor progress with supporting community groups with identifying sources of 
funding and with the award of grants under the Council’s Community Grants 
scheme. 

 
91. Community Grant Applications 

 
The Committee considered Community Grant Applications which had been received 
(item 11 on the agenda). 
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RESOLVED 
 

1. that the grant application submitted by Winstanley Wizards Table Tennis Club 
for £300, be approved; 

2. that the grant application submitted by Ratby Band for £300 be deferred and 
further clarification be sought on the extent of the organisation’s involvement 
with Braunstone Town. 

 
Reasons for Decision 

 
1. The grant application met the scheme criteria. 
2. To ensure that grants were approved for groups that had strong connections 

with Braunstone Town. 
 
92. Improvements to Parks and Open Spaces 

 
The Committee received a progress report on current projects and funding. 
 
It was noted that tenders had now been received for the refurbishment of the 
playground and tennis courts at Shakespeare Park.  Assessment of the tenders 
received had been undertaken and shortlisted companies would be forwarded to 
Policy & Resources Committee for recommendation. 
 

93. Financial Comparisons 
 

The Committee received Financial Comparisons for the period 1st April 2020 to 
31st August (item 18 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
There were no issues identified with income and expenditure to date. 
 

94. Approval of Accounts 
 

The Committee considered payments from 1st April 2020 until 15th September 
2020 (item 19 on the agenda). 
 
RESOLVED that the list of Approved Expenditure Transactions for the period 1st 
April 2020 until 15th September 2020 be approved. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
To authorise payments in accordance with the Accounts & Audit Regulations and the 
Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 

      
         The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
 
 
 

 



 

7033  

 
 
These minutes are a draft and are subject to consideration for approval at the 
next meeting scheduled for Thursday 3rd December 2020. 

NOTE:  

CRIME & DISORDER ACT 1998 (SECTION 17) – The Council has an obligation to consider Crime & Disorder implications of all its 
activities and to do all that it can to prevent Crime and Disorder in its area. 

EQUALITIES ACT 2010 
Braunstone Town Council has a duty in carrying out its functions to have due regard to:- 

• eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation; 
• advance equality of opportunity between different groups; and; 
• foster good relations between different groups 

 

To ensure that no person receives less favourable treatment on the basis of race, disability, sex, gender re-assignment, sexual 
orientation, age, religion or belief, marriage or civil partnership, pregnancy or maternity.  
 

These issues were considered in connection with each of the above decisions.  Unless otherwise stated under each item of this 
report, there were no implications.  
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