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Braunstone Town is the largest parish within Blaby District and comprises mainly residential area with a population of 13,000.  The Town Council’s administrative offices are based at the Civic Centre.  Other local services are provided by Blaby District Council and Leicestershire County Council.  The A46 Leicester-Coventry road passes through the Town and at the southern end there is the M1, Junction 21 and M69 (Leicester -Coventry motorway) intersection, which together with the new Western Distributor Road, provide excellent transport links.  The population of Braunstone Town is set to increase with the completion of the new Thorpe Astley residential development.  Over 800 houses have already been built.  The latest estimates indicate that the total development will comprise approximately 1495 new houses.
THORPE ASTLEY  -  COMMUNITY APPRAISAL

A Community Appraisal is a comprehensive survey of the facts about a community and the opinions of its members.  It gives every person the opportunity to express their views about the issues that affect them most.

Appraisals are community based initiatives involving local groups and residents.  Most have resulted in action to improve life for local people and have provided a ‘snapshot in time’ of the community.

The Thorpe Astley Community Appraisal was initiated and paid for by Braunstone Town Council.  A group of elected Councillors and local residents completed the appraisal in December 1999.  600 forms were distributed.  275 households participated in the Appraisal representing a return of 49%.  The forms were completed by 555 individual respondents.  

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

At a meeting with Town Councillors on 9th October 1995, representatives from the Consortium of House Builders confirmed their offer to transfer a half acre site, for a community centre, to Braunstone Town Council, without charge.  It is anticipated that the land will be transferred when roads and other services become available.  The site is situated on the western side of the Thorpe Astley development adjacent to the proposed playing fields.  This will enable any sports changing rooms etc. to be developed alongside other community facilities.

The Town Council hopes that the new community centre will become an important focal point for the new development and provide a wide range of facilities which will compliment the existing services available throughout Braunstone Town.

The views of the new Thorpe Astley residents will need to be fully considered so as to ensure that any future building will be used to its full potential.  The Town Council is committed to working with other partners and organisations in order to improve the range of local services available.

OPEN SPACE

Braunstone Town Council has expressed an interest in accepting the transfer of linear open space land and the proposed recreational land to the west of the development.
THE COMMUNITY APPRAISAL
QUESTIONS  The questions were all chosen by the Members of the Braunstone Town Thorpe Astley Working Party.

ACTION  The summary of results were considered by Braunstone Town Council’s Policy & Resources Committee on 2nd March 2000.  It was agreed that a summary of the results and the action to be taken be circulated to all residents .

Question
Enter the number of children under 16 in your household who attend the following 

Play group



31

Kingsway Primary School

37

Millfield Primary School

10

Holmfield Primary School

  2

Ravenhurst Primary School

  3

Other Primary School


20

Winstanley High School

13

Bosworth College


  4

Other Secondary Schools

  9

School for those with special needs
  1

ACTION
(a) The Director of Education be forwarded a copy of the report and be invited to comment on the following projections:-


275 HOUSEHOLDS
PROJECTION BASED ON  1495  HOUSEHOLDS

Play Group
31
168

Kingsway Primary School
37
201

Millfield Primary School
10
54

Holmfield Primary School
2
11

Ravenhurst Primary School
3
16

Other Primary School
20
108

Winstanley High School
13
70

Bosworth College
4
21

Other Secondary School
9
48

School for those with special needs
1
5

Furthermore reassurance be sought from the Director that there will be sufficient school places locally once the Development is complete.

(b) Copies of the report and correspondence be forwarded to Head teachers of local schools and their comments invited.

QUESTION
If any of your children under 16 are unable to take part in after school activities, please give the reasons why 

Lack of transport 


 10 (3.6%)

Distance between home/School

 10 (3.6%)

Expense



   5 (1.8%)

Special needs not catered for

   1 (0.4%)

Other - please specify

   8 (2.9%)

ACTION
The Head Teachers of local schools be invited to comment on their future proposals for after school activities.

QUESTION
If any of the following opened in Thorpe Astley which would you use on a regular basis 

Bank/Cashpoint 
408 (83. 3%) 

Post Office
354  (72.2%) 

Library

262  (53.5%) 

Chemist

358  (73.1%) 

Newsagent
451  (92.0%)

ACTION
(a) (i) Major banks and Building Societies be forwarded a copy of the report and (ii) they be requested to investigate the installation of a Cashpoint at Thorpe Astley (b) The Post Office be asked to investigate the provision of a sub-Post Office at Thorpe Astley (c) Messrs Aldi be asked to investigate the possibility of opening a sub-Post Office, Chemists and Newsagents within their premises at Thorpe Astley. A copy of the letter be forwarded to the Planning Officer and his comments invited.

QUESTION
The developers have offered Braunstone Town Council a site for a community facility. Does Thorpe Astley need any of the following ? 

Doctors Surgery/Health Centre
446 (93.3%)  1

Library



249 (52.1%)  2

Playgroup


186 (38.9%)  3

Indoor Sports/Badminton etc.
244 (51.0%)  4

Place of Worship


  55 (11.5%)  5

Meeting/Function Room 

145 (30.3%)  6

Facilities for Evening Classes

191 (40.0%)  7

Other - please specify

  52 (10.9%)  8

The following sporting needs have also been identified:-

Football pitch


(76.0%)  1

Rugby pitch


(29.9%)  2

Cricket pitch


(32.1%)  3

Tennis Court


(66.9%)  4

Basketball 


(32.8%)  5

Other



(13.0%)  6

ACTION
1)  The results of the survey be forwarded to Leicestershire Health Authority; Dr Lazarus

      (Kingsway Surgery) and Assistant Director, Leicestershire Libraries and Information Service. 

      In the light of the survey results the Health Authority and Leicestershire Libraries and

      Information Service be invited to enter early discussions with the Town Council with a view to 

      a multi-purpose civic amenity building being provided.  In the meantime a mobile library service 

      be requested.

2)  Blaby District Council be asked to ensure that football pitches, basketball courts and at least 

     two hard surface tennis courts are provided by the Developers before the recreational 

     land/playing fields are adopted.

3)  Braunstone Town Council reaffirms its commitment to work with other partners in order to 

     improve the range of local services.

QUESTION
Does Thorpe Astley need any of the following services ? 

Childminder

  68 (25.2%)

Creche


  95 (35.2%)

Day Nursery

137 (50.7%)

Nanny


  23   (8.5%)

Pre-school Play Group
141 (52.2%)

Nursery School

122 (45.2%)

Breakfast Club

  52 (19.3%)

After School Club

138 (51.1%)

Weekend Activities

138 (51.1%)

Holiday Care

   61(22.6%)

Childcare Information Service 76 (28.1%)

Other


    8  (3.0%)
ACTION Debbie Rushworth of the Blaby Under 8’s Forum has already arranged a meeting for interested parties.  Further information available from Debbie Rushworth - Tel 0116 2751918.

QUESTION

Would you like to see any improvements in the bus service with regard to? 

[image: image2.wmf]
Timetable


   208 (46.8%) 

Cost



   102 (23.0%) 

Reliability



   114 (25.7%) 

Bus Stop location


   121 (27.3%) 

Access for those with disabilities
     42   (9.5%) 

Routes



   120 (27.0%) 

Direct Service to Kingsway Surgery
   174 (39.2%) 

Direct Service to Winstanley College
     56 (12.6%) 

Direct Service to Braunstone Civic Centre 56 (12.6%) 

No opinion


   125 (28.2%) 

ACTION

(a) In the light of the results Messrs. Arriva be asked to provide improvements to the timetable and introduce a direct service to the Kingsway Surgery and the Civic Centre.

(b) The Leicestershire Bus Users Consultative Committee , Kingsway Surgery and County Councillors be asked to support the Town Council’s representations.
QUESTION
Do you experience any of the following parking problems at your home ? 
Cars blocking your entrance

112 (72.3%)

HGV's



  48 (31.0%)

Vehicles from Meridian Business Park
    4   (2.6%)

Other



  35 (22.6%)
ACTION
The Planning Officer and Developers be invited to comment on the responses to these questions and be requested to consider improvements to the site layout on future phases of the Development.  Furthermore, problems on Darien Way and Littlefare be highlighted.
QUESTION
Is the siting of telephone boxes in Thorpe Astley (Near the Aldi Store) ? 
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Good

  42   (8.8%)

Reasonable
109 (22.8%)

Poor

252 (52.7%)

No opinion
  75 (15.7%)
ACTION
British Telecom be forwarded a copy of the report and be asked to consider providing additional telephone boxes at more appropriate and convenient locations.  The Post Office be forwarded a copy of the report and asked to consider the provision of letterboxes at suitable locations.

QUESTION
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Would you be prepared to keep certain items separate from your refuse for recycling if a separate collection was made? 

Yes

422 (88.7%) 

No

  27  (5.7%) 

No opinion
  27  (5.7%)

QUESTION 
Discussions with the developers are likely to result in the provision of two equipped play areas. Where should these be located ? 

Recreational land between Thorpe Astley 
316 (76.3%) 

Toddlers Play Spaces


176 (42.5%) 

Other




  34   (8.2%)

ACTION
Blaby District Council advised the Town Council on 17th January 2000 that an equipped play area would be provided on the next phase of the development to be built by Persimmon Homes.

That the Planning Officer be asked to ensure that the remaining equipped play area is located on the recreational land between Thorpe Astley and the M! Motorway.

QUESTION
Do you experience any of the following difficulties in getting to Winstanley and other facilities in Braunstone Town ? 

No transport


  40 (14.2%) 

No one else to go with

  25   (8.9%) 

Opening times are inconvenient
  25   (8.9%) 

No wheelchair access

    1   (0.4%) 

Parking inconvenient

  18   (6.4%) 

Wrong age group


  12   (4.3%) 

Do not attend


156 (55.3%) 

Fear of walking through sub-way
120 (42.6%) 

Other - please specify

    8   (2.8%) 

QUESTION
Do you think that any of the following measures are needed? 

A greater police presence

  236 (53.8%) 

Better consultation between police

and local people 


  137 (31.2%) 

A neighbourhood watch

  261 (59.5%) 

Improved street lighting

  169 (38.5%) 

More drug/drink education/prevention
    83 (18.9%) 

More activities for young people
  259 (59.0%) 

CCTV covering the sub-way

  291 (66.3%) 

Other



    11   (2.5%)

ACTION
That Winstanley Community College and Blaby District Council be asked to investigate funding for the provision of CCTV covering the sub-way.

Copies of the report be forwarded to Superintendent A Helm and Mr E Hemsley, Blaby District Crime & Disorder Partnership and their comments invited.

WANT TO START A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ?

CONTACT TREVOR MATTHEWS, BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER.  HE WILL BE PLEASED TO ARRANGE A HOUSE MEETING IF YOU AND YOUR NEIGHBOURS ARE INTERESTED IN SETTING UP A NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME.  TELEPHONE 0116 2899270

QUESTION
Would you use the following? 

Bottle bank


364 (78.6%) 

Public bulk rubbish tip

246 (53.1%) 

Skip for garden waste

374 (80.8%) 

Newspaper bank


322 (69.5%) 

Clothing bank


280 (60.5%) 

Can bank



274 (59.2%) 

QUESTION
Are 'dog mess' bins required in the following locations? 

Watercourse Landscape Area

280 (71.2%) 

Toddlers Play Spaces


307 (78.1%) 

Recreational Land between Thorpe Astley 
332 (84.5%) 

Other




 48  (12.2%) 

ACTION
The Chief Environmental Health Officer be 

(a) forwarded a copy of the report and be invited to comment on the responses to the above, 

(b) the Chief Environmental Health Officer be asked to send a reminder to Messrs. Aldi in 

     connection with the District Council’s earlier request to find a site for recycling facilities, and 

(c) be asked when the ‘Wheely Bin’ scheme would be extended to Thorpe Astley.

BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL LOCAL RESIDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THIS CONSULTATION EXERCISE.  A DETAILED COPY OF THE APPRAISAL AND RESULTS IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION AT BRAUNSTONE CIVIC CENTRE

BRAUNSTONE TOWN COUNCIL 

Ian Laughton Executive Officer & Town Clerk

Braunstone Civic Centre, Kingsway,

Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 2PP

Telephone 0116 2899270

Fax 0116 2824785

MEMBERS OF THE WORKING PARTY
Cllr G Brown, Chair     3 Grass Acres, Braunstone Town, Leicester LE3 2UR

Cllr S Maxwell,         25 Avon Road, Braunstone Town, Leicester LE3 3AB

Cllr R Dixon,               40 Braunstone Lane, Braunstone Town, Leicester LE3 2RT

Cllr D Emery, V Chair    1 Ferrars Court, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester,  LE3 3TW

Cllr R.J. Berrington, 148 Braunstone Lane, , Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 2RW

Cllr Rev. R. Daniel,         The Rectory, Main Street, Braunstone, Leicester, LE3 3AL

Mr & Mrs L Kelland,   17 Foxon Way, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester,  LE3 3TP

Mr A Young,              18 Netherfield Way, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester,  LE3 3TQ

Ms C McFadyen,          5 Yeates Close, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 3TY

Mrs Burchnall,            26 Foxon Way, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 2TP

Mrs M Carling,             1 Collins Close, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester, 

Mrs J Jhuti,               10 Tressel Way, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester

Mrs M Young,              1 The Hastings, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester

Mr. M. Pantling,               Winstanley High School Kingsway North, Braunstone Town, Leicester, LE3 3BD

Mr D & Mrs Plackett,    9 Seacole Close, Thorpe Astley, Braunstone Town, Leicester, 
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